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One of the most turbulent elections in American history is over. Despite her loss, Hillary Clinton demonstrated remarkable leadership skills. She exhibited courage, conviction, and determination that are permanent examples for us to follow. She conducted a vigorous campaign that will be remembered as one of the most difficult and challenging in history. She lost by less than 40 electoral votes but exceeded her opponent in the popular vote by nearly 3,000,000. 2 Historians will look at the election of 2016 and examine what happened, especially in the Clinton campaign, which fell short of its goal, but was extraordinary in terms of depth and breadth. Some will say she cleverly played the gender card. It is true that part of her mission was to break the glass ceiling that blocked women from rising to our highest office. But it was more than that.
Others will claim it was her amazing political networking that won her the nomination and gave impetus to her campaign. And others will insist it was her talent in raising more money than Donald Trump. Finally, many will assert that the fame and popularity of her husband and the support of a sitting President helped her achieve a near victory. These are contributing factors but they do not explain enough about the person and her leadership abilities.
Instead, Hillary Rodham Clinton gained the nomination of the Democratic Party and fought the good fight in the campaign with the help of many. But in the end, her endeavor was a powerful personal one because of who "she" is. She Hillary Clinton testified before the House Select Committee on Benghazi. As Secretary of State, she dealt with enormous global problems. History will judge her tenure, but it is obvious that she faced each situation with resolution and toughness. The Benghazi affair is a case in point. She ultimately took responsibility for the death of our Ambassador in Libya. She did not blame anyone else. She admitted errors were made and maintained her self-control and self-discipline through a fire storm of Congressional investigations of the tragedy. Now, she was defeated by the most unconventional candidate for the White House in U.S. history. Donald Trump was a formidable foe who campaigned against the political establishment represented by Hillary Clinton. He promised to change a system that millions felt was unfair and corrupt. He used fear and divisiveness to articulate his dream for a new America. In the end, the voters accepted his proposals. This did not diminish the view offered by Clinton and her Party.
The campaign was a tribute to her steadfastness and her experience as a Senator and Secretary of State -plus eight years as an active and vigorous First Lady -and to her notable leadership skills:
1. Never Give Up: The one word that characterized Hillary Clinton as a leader, as a person, and as a human being was "resiliency." Even her most ardent foes acknowledged this overriding quality. This demanded self-awareness and strong emotional intelligence which is at the center of resiliency. She faced notorious personal and political obstacles throughout her life. In each instance, she had to make hard choices. She stood by her husband despite his infidelity and was at his side during his impeachment trial. Her motives were questioned. Even so, in the process of navigating through the perilous waters of personal pain and embarrassment, she never gave up her pride and self-respect. She stayed composed and focused. She urged the people to concentrate on Bill Clinton's achievements and not his weaknesses. Along this journey, she may have made mistakes, but it is clear that she learned that dedication and loyalty are essential qualities of a leader.
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Courtesy, New York Times 2. Preparation: No one can deny her preparation for the job of Commander-in-Chief. She studied the law and was a successful attorney in both the private and public sectors. She was First Lady of Arkansas and helped her husband reach the White House. Instead of resting on her laurels, she ventured into the political arena that gave her the depth and breadth of knowledge she needed to govern the country. She matched this with an ability to communicate well, a constant love of learning, and making assessments based on facts which are key to informed and enlightened leadership.
Courage:
The best way to overcome fear is to have the courage to accept the outcome and move forward. It is equally brave to be able to acknowledge the facts and alter direction. Clinton displayed bravery in making decisions and staying her course, but she was not afraid to change when she discovered that traditional thinking was wrong. She showed she could be the captain of the ship and sail through storms to reach her port of call. She faced defeat with dignity, decency, and compassion and expressed gratitude to those who believed in her.
4. Collaboration: Hillary Clinton was a consummate politician. She understood the political process in Washington. As a Senator, she presented a willingness and a talent to work with the opposition. She promised to bring this style into the Oval Office and seek a bipartisan approach to dealing with our nation's problems.
Stay Focused on the
Message: Negative attacks against her during the campaign demonstrated her uncanny ability to stay focused on the key elements of her proposition to the people. Clinton laid out a plan for the future of America. She constantly returned to the fundamentals in spite of an onslaught of personal criticism and falsehoods. Her body language, composure, and method of handling herself reflected self confidence in her message and in her capacity to assume the highest office in the land.
The day after her defeat for the Presidency, Hillary Clinton gave a concession speech that was filled with hope and grace. She paid homage to those who fought for her and looked up to her as a model and visionary. Here is some of what she said: 3 3 Lanquist, Lindsey (2016). 9 Quotes from Hillary Clinton's Concession Speech That We All Needed to Hear. Culture, Nov. 9. Further Reading:
